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SUB J : NEW CHANCERY IN LISBON 

REF: DEPARTMENT TELCON SEPTEMBER 28 TO HOWELL 

SUMMARY: EMBASSY CURRENTLY IN NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING 
RESTRICTIONS ON PRESENT SITE FOR NEW CHANCERY OR 
POSSIBLE EXCHANGE FOR ANOTHER SITE. REQUEST FBO EXPERT 
ASSIST. ALSO REQUEST DELAY ANY DECISION WHICH WOULD 
DISRUPT HOPED-FOR TIMETABLE. END SUMMARY 

1. EMBASSY WAS ADVISED THROUGH REF TELCON THAT MEETING 
CRUCIAL TO PROGRESS ON EMBASSY BUILDING IN LISBON IS 
SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 2. IN VIEW OF THIS, CHARGE 
CALLED ON PRESIDENT OF LISBON MUNICIPALITY OCTOBER 1 

TO SEEK CLARIFICATION CONCERNING MUNICIPALITY RULING 
THAT EXISTING STRUCTURE ON SITE OWNED BY EMBASSY 
CANNOT BE DEMOLISHED FOR REPLACEMENT BY NEW EMBASSY 
BUILDING. PRESIDENT OF MUNICIPALITY CONFIRMED THIS 
RULING THOUGH CONFESSING IGNORANCE AS TO WHETHER SUCH 
RULING MIGHT BE CONSIDERED IN CONTRAVENTION OF VIENNA 
CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. PRESIDENT MADE 
SUGGESTION THAT MUNICIPALITY WOULD BE WILLING PROVIDE 
ANOTHER SITE FOR EMBASSY CONSTRUCTION OF SAME SIZE 
AS SITE NOW OWNED BY EMBASSY, ALTHOUGH ADMITTEDLY 
LESS CENTRALLY LOCATED. 

2. CHARGE VISITED ONLY SITE SPECIFICALLY IDENTIFIED 
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LACK OF CENTRAL LOCATION, GENERAL AREA LESS ATTRACTIVE 
THAN PRESENTLY OWNED SITE ALTHOUGH IT WOULD HAVE 
ADVANTAGE OF BEING BARE LAND NOT REQUIRING TIME AND 
COST OF DEMOLITION WORK, WOULD BE SOMEWHAT EASIER OF 
ACCESS THAN PRESENT SITE WHICH IS IN OLDER SECTION OF 
CITY WITH NARROW STREETS. WE HAVE ASKED MUNICIPALITY 
TO IDENTIFY OTHER ALTERNATIVES. 

3. CHARGE SUBSEQUENTLY TELEPHONED SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF FOREIGN OFFICE WHO WHILE NOT DEFINITE WAS OF 
OPINION THAT PORTUGAL'S OBLIGATION UNDER VIENNA 
CONVENTION MIGHT RULE OUT RESTRICTIONS PLACED BY 
MUNICIPALITY OF EMBASSY CONSTRUCTION. HE ASKED FOR 
AND WE ARE FOWARDING DIPLOMATIC NOTE FROM EMBASSY 
WHICH HE PROMISED WOULD BE GIVEN EXPEDITIOUS 
CONSIDERATION BY MINISTRY. 

4. COMMENT: OUR OWN READING OF VIENNA CONVENTION 
IS THAT ARTICLE 21 IS ONLY POSSIBLE APPLICABLE 
PROVISION AND IT SEEMS A WEAK REED TO LEAN UPON. 

SEEMS LIKELIEST THAT WE WILL HAVE TO ACCEPT ALTERNATE 
SITE WHICH, ALTHOUGH LACKING THE PRESTIGE OF PRESENT 
SITE'S ADDRESS, MIGHT IN FACT BE MORE PRACTICAL. WE 
HOPE FBO CAN SEND EXPERT TO LISBON SOONEST TO 

ASSIST US IN EVALUATING THE ALTERNATIVES. MEANWHILE, 

WE WOULD HOPE THAT NO DECISION NEED BE TAKEN IMMEDIATELY 
WHICH WOULD PRECLUDE INITIATION THIS YEAR OF NEW 
EMBASSY PROJECT HERE SHOULD WE BE ABLE SHORTLY EITHER 
TO RESOLVE QUESTION CONCERNING EXISTING SITE OR 
IDENTIFY A SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE SITE. 
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